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Syria, Tabernacle, Temple and Temple Service, Texts and Versions of the Old 
Testament, Tobit, Trade and Commerce, the Tribes, Wine and Strong Drink, 
Wisdom Literature and the Book of Wisdom, Zoroastrianism, etc., etc. — C- 

Album-Kern. Opstellen geschreven ter eere van Dr. H. Kern. Hem aangeboden 
door vrienden en leerlingen op zijn zeventigsten verjaardag. Leiden : E. J. 
Brill. 1903. Pages, xvii, 395. 

There is a regulation in Holland according to which all professors retire with 
full pay at their seventieth year. Professor Kern having attained the age of a 
septuagenarian now enters upon his well-merited release from work, and in his 
honor his friends have made this remarkable collection. 

It is a unique book, this Album-Kern, a volume in large quarto containing 
collections of several most prominent professors of Sanscrit, Pali, Chinese, Anglo- 
Saxon, Dutch literature, etc. It is introduced by a letter to Professor Kern, written 
by none less than Prof. Otto von BShtlingk. The most remarkable contribution is 
the translation of a Sanskrit poem, the gambler's song, one of the seventy songs of 
the Rigveda, published by Geldner and Kaegi. The manuscript of the translation, 
which is here reproduced in facsimile, was found among the late Professor Roth's 
papers and it is probable that it is his own version and versification. Certain it is 
that it is written from the beginning to the end in the handwriting of the late Pro- 
fessor Roth. 

We hope that those contributions of the Album-Kern which treat subjects of 
universal interest will in time be republished in some more accessible form. 

The frontispiece is a faithful portrait of Professor Kern. p. c. 

The Surd of Metaphysics. An Inquiry Into the Question : Are There Things- 
in-Themselves ? By Dr. Paul Carus. Chicago : The Open Court Pub- 
lishing Co. London : Kegan Paul, Trench, Trttbner & Co., Ltd. 1903. 
Pages, vi, 233. Price, $1.25. 
This book contains a precise outline of the philosophy of the editor of The 
Monist, tested at one of the most critical questions of metaphysics, the doctrine of 
things-in-themselves. Surd in mathematics is that which is incapable of being 
expressed in rational numbers, in a word the irrational, and applying the same con- 
ception to philosophy, our author investigates the claim made by metaphysicians 
that there is some irreducible quantity in experience which leads to metaphysicism, 
agnosticism, or mysticism, finding a classical expression in the doctrine of things- 
in-themselves. Dr. Carus rejects the assumption of things-in-themselves, quoting 
one of the Goethe-Schiller Xenions as his motto : 

" Since Metaphysics of late 

without heirs to her fathers was gathered, 
Here at the auctioneer's 

' things-in-themsetves ' will be sold." 

—Xenions of Schiller and Goethe. 



